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SUBJ: FOREIGN MINISTRY CHANGES 

1. JAPANESE PRESS REPORTS FOLLOWING SHIFTS IN FOREIGN MINISTRY 
LINE UP. 

VICE MINISTER TOGO WILL SUCCEED AMB YASUKAWA IN WASHINGTON AFTER THE 
EMPEROR'S TRIP IN OCTOBER. AMB YASUKAWA WILL RETIRE AND TOGO WILL BE 
SUCCEEDED IN TOKYO BY SHOJI SATO. PRESENTLY AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN. 

2. YASUKE NAKAE, DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR ASIAN AFFAIRS BUREAU, WILL 
SUCCEED MASUO TAKASHIMA, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE ASIAN AFFAIRS BUREAU 

KIYOAKI KIKUCHI, CURRENTLY DEPUTY DIRECTOR IN THE ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

BUREAU, WILL TAKE PLACE OF YASUE KATORI. DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE 
ECONOMIC COOPERATIONVIFONVK KATORI WILL BE NAMED AMBASSADOR TO 
AUSTRIA. 

3. YASHIO OKAWARA, DEPUTY VICE MINISTER FOR ADMINISTRATIO, WILL BE 
REPLACED BY NOBUO MATSUNAGA, CURRENTLY DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE 
TREATIES 

BUREAU. LIKE TOGO APPOINTMENT, THIS CHANGE REPORTEDLY WILL OCCUR 
AFTER EMPEROR'S TRIP TO U.S. OKAWARA S ONWARD ASSIGNMENT UNKNOWN. IN 
ADDITION. FONOFF SOURCES REPORT THAT MORIYUKI MOTONO, ASSISTANT VICE 
MINISTER FOR ADMINISTRATION WILL REPLACE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE 
PUBLIC INFORMATION BUREAU MIZUO KURODA, WHO WILL BE GIVEN AN 
AMBASSADORIAL ASSIGNMENT. 
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4. COMMENT. PROSPECTIVE NEW VICE MINISTER SATO HAS CORRIDOR 
REPUTATION IN FONOFF AS TOP FLIGHT PROFESSIONAL WITH BACKGROUND 
IN TREATIES BUREAU AND FRENCH LANGUAGE CAPABILITY. HE REPORTEDLY 
PLAYS EXCELLENT BRIDGE. MATSUNAGA, REPORTED TO BE NEW 
DEPUTY VICE MINISTER FOR ADMINISTRATION, IS CLOSE 

ASSOCIATE OF SATO WITH SIMILAR BACKGROUND. BOTH NAKAE AND KIKUCHI 
ARE WELL KNOWN TO THE EMBASSY AS EXPERT AND FORTHCOMING 
CONTACTS. 

HODGSON 
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